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CYNGOR CYMUNED YR YSTOG 
CHURCHSTOKE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

2 Rowes Terrace, Plough Bank, Montgomery, Powys.  SY15 6QD 
 

 
Clerc i’r Cyngor | Clerk to the Council: E J Humphreys MA Oxf, CiLCA, FSLCC 

 
MINUTES of FULL COUNCIL ORDINARY BUSINESS MEETING 

on Tuesday 24th March 2020, 7.30pm 
at Hyssington Village Hall. 

 
1.0 Attendance, Apologies for Absence, Dispensations, and Declarations of 

Members’ Interests: to record attendance, to receive and resolve if desired on 
apologies for absence, to receive declarations of interest from Members in 
accordance with Part III of the Local Government Act 2000, which established 
the Local Government Code of Conduct for Members, and to note Members’ 
dispensations (papers 1a-b previously circulated). 
 
Attendance: Cllr D L Powell (Chairman), Cllr G Frost, Cllr G Jameson, Cllr J 
Jones, Cllr M J Jones, Cllr R K McLintock, Cllr B L Smith (Vice-Chairman), Cllr 
C P Smith. 
 
Apologies for absence approved by Council: 
 
RESOLVED: 
CCC grants approved absence by reason of Government advice on 
Coronavirus Covid-19 Social Distancing to Cllr J N Wakelam & Cllr D N Yapp. 
 
Other apologies for absence reported to the meeting: None. 
 
Other Members not present: Cllr A Richards. 
 
In attendance: E J Humphreys (Clerk to the Council). 
 
Declarations of Members’ Interests: Members declared personal/ prejudicial 
interests at the start/ during the meeting as follows: 

Agenda 
Number 

Item Councillor Nature of Declaration 

5.2 
Street Naming & 
Numbering 

M J Jones 

Personal & prejudicial interest as 
a member of Powys CC 
Planning, Taxi Licensing & 
Rights of Way Committee 

8.3 Financial Year 2020-
21: Independent 
Remuneration Panel 
for Wales 

B L Smith 

Personal not prejudicial interest 
excepted pursuant to paragraph 
12(2)(b)(iv) of the Code of 
Conduct as a Member of the 
Council 

8.3 Financial Year 2020-
21: Independent 
Remuneration Panel 

C P Smith 
Personal not prejudicial interest 
excepted pursuant to paragraph 
12(2)(b)(iv) of the Code of 
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for Wales  Conduct as a Member of the 
Council 

8.3 

Financial Year 2020-
21: Independent 
Remuneration Panel 
for Wales 

D L Powell 

Personal not prejudicial interest 
excepted pursuant to paragraph 
12(2)(b)(iv) of the Code of 
Conduct as a Member of the 
Council 

8.3 Financial Year 2020-
21: Independent 
Remuneration Panel 
for Wales  

G Frost 

Personal not prejudicial interest 
excepted pursuant to paragraph 
12(2)(b)(iv) of the Code of 
Conduct as a Member of the 
Council 

8.3 Financial Year 2020-
21: Independent 
Remuneration Panel 
for Wales 

G Jameson 

Personal not prejudicial interest 
excepted pursuant to paragraph 
12(2)(b)(iv) of the Code of 
Conduct as a Member of the 
Council 

8.3 Financial Year 2020-
21: Independent 
Remuneration Panel 
for Wales 

J Boundy 

Personal not prejudicial interest 
excepted pursuant to paragraph 
12(2)(b)(iv) of the Code of 
Conduct as a Member of the 
Council 

8.3 Financial Year 2020-
21: Independent 
Remuneration Panel 
for Wales 

J Jones 

Personal not prejudicial interest 
excepted pursuant to paragraph 
12(2)(b)(iv) of the Code of 
Conduct as a Member of the 
Council 

8.3 Financial Year 2020-
21: Independent 
Remuneration Panel 
for Wales 

M J Jones 

Personal not prejudicial interest 
excepted pursuant to paragraph 
12(2)(b)(iv) of the Code of 
Conduct as a Member of the 
Council 

8.3 Financial Year 2020-
21: Independent 
Remuneration Panel 
for Wales 

R K McLintock 

Personal not prejudicial interest 
excepted pursuant to paragraph 
12(2)(b)(iv) of the Code of 
Conduct as a Member of the 
Council 

 
2.0 Public Participation: to receive members of the public who wish to address 

the council in respect of any item of business included in the agenda.  Any 
member of the public wishing to speak must notify the Clerk to the Council no 
later than 15 minutes prior to the start of the meeting. 
None. 

 
3.0 Minutes of Previous Meetings 
3.1 To approve & sign the minutes as a correct record of the Ordinary Business 

Meeting 25th February 2020 at Churchstoke Community Hall (paper 3.1 
previously circulated). 
The minutes of the Ordinary Business Meeting 25th February 2020 at 
Churchstoke Community Hall were reviewed. 
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RESOLVED: 
The minutes of the Council Ordinary Business Meeting 25th February 2020 at 
Churchstoke Community Hall are approved and signed as a correct record. 
 

3.2 To report matters arising for information from the minutes of the Ordinary 
Business Meeting 25th February 2020 at Churchstoke Community Hall. 
None. 
 

4.0 Governance 
4.1 Electoral Matters Hyssington Ward: further to the elections 4th May 2017 and 

the Declaration of Intent to Co-Opt dated 8th May’17, to receive nominations 
and to co-opt to fill the 1 remaining vacancy on the council for Hyssington Ward 
(paper 4.1 previously circulated) 
The Chairman reminded Members of the remaining vacancy in Hyssington 
Ward following elections on 4th May 2017, and of publication of intent to co-opt. 
The Clerk reported one expression of interest have been received from Mrs J 
Boundy who addressed the meeting. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC co-opts Mrs Jean Boundy as a councillor for Hyssington Ward. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 
Mrs Boundy signed acceptance of office and joined the meeting, and the 
Chairman welcomed Cllr Boundy to the council. 
 

4.2 Coronavirus Covid-19 
4.2.1 One Voice Wales Briefing Notes: to receive the briefing note (papers 

4.2.1a-b previously circulated). 
Council received a briefing note from One Voice Wales outlining 
subjects to consider, and the law on holding meetings, in coping with 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 

4.2.2 Business Continuity: to receive the Clerk’s report on staffing 
implications of the current incidence of Covid-19, and to resolve the 
recommendations on staffing, amendment to the Scheme of 
Delegation, and other measures in regard to business continuity (paper 
4.2.2 previously circulated). 
Council received and considered the Clerk’s report and 
recommendations. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC notes the report on staffing implications of Covid-19 and accepts 
the recommendations: 

• that Council notes that it may need to react quickly to changing 
circumstances 

• that meetings of Council and Committees are suspended, until 
the Annual Meeting or an Extraordinary Meeting is called in the 
prescribed way1, at which the situation will be reviewed 

 
1 Local Government Act 1972: The Chairman may call an Extraordinary Meeting; two Members may 
invoke a separate process to do so; the Clerk may do so if the Chairman resigns from the office of 
Chairman. 
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• where meetings are called, that Councillors who state the 
reason for absence as Covid-19 sickness, self-isolations, being 
in a vulnerable group, adhering to social distancing guidance 
shall have that reason for absence approved by Council 

• that Council notes that to continue business it may need to take 
decisions but is unable to meet to do so, and that for such 
circumstances (where decisions are normally required from 
Council/ Committee) therefore, 
o amends the Scheme of Delegation to extend the 

delegation of decisions of Council/ Committee to the Clerk 
after reference to the Chairman or appropriate Committee 
Chairman (Vice Chairs if Chairmen are unavailable) 
during periods of restricted activity declared by the 
Government due to the Covid-19 virus or until revoked at 
an Extraordinary Meeting called in the prescribed way 

o such extended delegation decisions to be recorded and 
reported to Council or appropriate Committees 

o such extended delegation being to enable the Council to 
fulfil its essential responsibilities 

• authorises the Clerk after consultation with the Chairman (or 
Vice-Chairman if the Chairman is unavailable) to facilitate the co-
ordination of local volunteers and business networks to support 
and assist the people of the community of Churchstoke during 
Covid-19, and allocates up to £1,000 from reserves to resource 
such activity. 

 
5.0 Planning & Building Control 
5.1 Planning & Building Control Specific Correspondence: 

5.1.1 Planning Aid Wales: News & Training Opportunities: to receive details 
and resolve attendance (inc paper 5.1.1 previously circulated). 
Council received planning news and training opportunities from 
Planning Aid Wales.  Noted. 

5.1.2 Other Planning Specific Correspondence: to receive and circulate for 
information such correspondence as will be brought to the attention of 
the council by the Clerk. 
None. 

 
5.2 Street Naming & Numbering to receive & resolve responses to consultations 

including but not limited to those listed below.  Later applications may be 
considered at the discretion of the Chair. 
 
Declarations of Members’ Interests:  

• Cllr M J Jones having declared a personal and prejudicial interest left the 
meeting for this item. 

 
The Chairman referred Members to the consultations. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC responds to consultations on street naming and numbering as follows: 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 
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SNN/2020/0042 
(paper 5.2a-b 
previously 
circulated) 

Abbey Construction 
(Shropshire) Ltd, 
Loton View, 
Wattlesborough, 
Shrewsbury 

Development of 
Thirty Dwellings, 
Adj Buttercup 
House 

Naming of new 
development as 1 – 40 
Ridgeway View 

S 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

5.3 Powys CC Planning Determinations: to report from Powys CC notifying the 
community council of planning decisions in the community council area (papers 
5.3 previously circulated). 
Council received notice of Powys CC planning determinations as follows: 

Ref. Site Powys CC Decision 

20/0090/HH The Barns, Hyssington Approve 

 
5.4 Planning Inspectorate Appeals: Notice(s) of Appeal: to receive & resolve 

responses to Notices of Planning Appeal including but not limited to those listed 
below.  Later Notices may be considered at the discretion of the Chair. 

Ref. Appellant Site Description 

None. 

 
5.5 Pre-application Consultations by Developers: to receive & resolve responses to 

pre-application consultations by developers including but not limited to those 
listed below.  Later applications may be considered at the discretion of the 
Chair. 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 

None. 

 
5.6 Planning Applications: to receive & resolve responses to consultations; full 

application(s) detail(s) at http://pa.powys.gov.uk/online-applications/?lang=EN 
including but not limited to those listed below.  Later applications may be 
considered at the discretion of the Chair. 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 

None. 

 
5.7 Applications for Works to Trees Subject to Tree Preservation Order or in a 

Conservation Area – to receive & resolve responses to consultations including 
but not limited to those listed below.  Later applications may be considered at 
the discretion of the Chair. 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 

None. 

 
5.8 Planning Enforcement: 

5.8.1 From other bodies to CCC: to report for information, planning 
enforcement matters within the community (papers 5.8.1a previously 
circulated). 
a) Natural Resources Wales (NRW): Council received information 

from NRW on actions it has taken in response to CCC’s report of 
felling of trees in a conversation area at Hyssington. 
 
Cllr G Frost reported communications with the Planning Authority 
which appears to have not yet taken action. 
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5.8.2 From CCC to Powys CC: to report planning enforcement matters 

within the community. 
None. 

 
6.0 One Voice Wales/ Society of Local Council Clerks, Guidance Notes: to 

receive reports of AGM/ conference/ area meetings/ guidance notes/ training/ 
correspondence. 

6.1 OVW: to receive invitation to the OVW SLCC 8th Joint Event at St David’s 
Village Hotel, Ewloe Wed 20th May 2020 and to resolve attendance as an 
approved duty (paper 6.1a-c previously circulated). 
Council received notice and information on the joint event.  The Clerk 
recommended attendance though it may be cancelled due to Covid-19. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC approves attendance at the joint event as an approved duty, and 
Members who wish to attend to notify the Clerk. 

Action – Members to notify 
& Clerk to process 

 
6.2 OVW/SLCC Correspondence: to receive and circulate for information 

correspondence received from/via OVW/SLCC as will be brought to the 
attention of the council by the Clerk. 
The Clerk reported correspondence, highlighting certain items, which will be 
circulated electronically post meeting where electronic copies are available, and 
set out in appendix 1. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

7.0 Recreation 
7.1 Village Green at Hyssington: to report, and resolve if desired, from the Friends 

of the Green and Horsewell (FOTGAH), to report the return of unspent Green 
Grant 2017 and to resolve to endorse the Clerk’s reply (paper 7.1 previously 
circulated). 
Cllr R K McLintock reported from a well-attended (approx. 26 attendees) 
FOTGAH AGM 27th Feb’20, highlighting, 

• a new committee was elected 

• the previous Chair had returned funds (approx. £6,000) to Shropshire 
Council for which the new Treasurer is asking for refund, and had returned 
the unspent Green Grant 2017 (£248) to CCC 

• a next meeting is scheduled for May 

• renewed FOTGAH determination to carry out the works to the Green. 
 
The Clerk reported that the unspent Green Grants 2017, £248, has been 
received. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC looks forward to a constructive relationship with FOTGAH and makes a 
recreation grant of £248 for its works to the Green. 

Action – Clerk to process 
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The Chairman thanked Cllr R K McLintock for his efforts at continued liaison 
with FOTGAH, and both Cllr R K McLintock and Cllr G Frost for their work and 
perseverance as ward councillors. 
 

8.0 Finance 
8.1 Finance Specific Correspondence: 

8.1.1 HM Treasury: to receive information regarding the Public Works 
Loans Board (papers 8.1.1a-b previously circulated). 
Council received information on change of governance Public Works 
Loan Board (PWLB) with which CCC has a loan – the powers, duties, 
assets and liabilities being transferred to HM Treasury on 25th Feb’20.  
The Clerk reported that loan repayments will be unaffected. 
 

8.1.2 Other Finance Correspondence: to receive and circulate for 
information such correspondence, if any, as will be brought to the 
attention of the council by the Clerk. 
a) Grant Thornton LLP: Notice and timetable of audit for the year 

ending 31st March 2020. 
b) Wales Audit Office (WAO): information on its approach to Covid-

19 and the audit of community and town council accounts. 
 

8.2 Financial Year 2019-20: Allotments: to receive a status report on current 
occupancy, and to write off accounting-book-only debtors for the ceased 
tenancies (paper 8.2 previously circulated). 
Council received and considered the Clerks status report on current 
occupancy, and recommendations to write off accounting-book-only debtors 
for the ceased tenancies. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC notes the report on allotments occupancy and writes off the 2018-19 
accounting-book-only-debts for which payment was expected in 2019-20, for 
3 allotment tenants (2a, 2b, 6) to a book value of £60. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

8.3 Financial Year 2020-21: Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales (IRPW): 
Annual Report for Payments to Members of Community & Town Councils 
2020-21: to receive the report of the IRPW, to note determinations 42, 48, 51, 
and to resolve determinations 44, 45, 46, 47, 49, 50 for the financial year 
2020-21 (papers 8.3a-c previously circulated). 
The Chairman referred Members to the IRPW Wales Annual Report 2020-21 
setting out the determinations for various allowances, and expenses for 
approved duties.  The Clerk reported changes from the previous year. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC receives the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Annual Report 
2020-21, notes the mandated determinations 42, 48 and 51 which must be 
actioned, and sets non-mandated determinations as follows: 

• 44 specific responsibilities: none 

• 45 travel costs for approved duties: by claim at the set rates 

• 46 overnight and subsistence for approved duties: by claim at the set 
rates 
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• 47 financial loss for attending duties: by claim at the set rates 

• 49 payment to Civic Head (Chair): £100 

• 50 payment to Deputy Civic Heard (Vice-Chair): none 
unless any individual Member chooses to forgo part or all of the entitlement to 
any of these payments by giving notice in writing to the proper officer of the 
council. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

8.4 Items Received Since Last Meeting: to report. 
The Clerk reported items received since the last meetings as follows: 

Payer Description £ 

Powys CC Waste recycling proceeds Q3 Oct-Dec’19 47.15 

NatWest Bank Gross interest Feb’20 4.77 

M&G Investments Charibond dividend Nov’19 – Jan’20 0.70 

Friends of the Green and 
Horsewell 

Return of unspent Green Grant 2017 248.00 

Total 300.62 

 
8.5 Items for Payment: to resolve to approve items for payment as follows: 

The Chairman referred Members to the items listed for payment. 
 
RESOLVED: 
CCC authorises payments as follows: 

Chq Payee Description £ex vat £vat £total 

1254 
Churchstoke 
Recreation 
Assoc’n 

Room hire and 
playground bins (Jul-
Dec’19) 

133.50 0.00 133.50 

1255 
Churchstoke 
Recreation 
Assoc’n 

Comm’ Hall grant 2019-
20 

3,107.13 0.00 3,107.13 

1256 
Hyssington 
Village Institute 

Village Hall grant 2019-
20 

1,118.38 0.00 1,118.38 

1257 E J Humphreys MS-Office365 renewal 66.66 13.33 79.99 

1258 
HM Revenue & 
Customs 

PAYE Q4 Jan-Mar’20 100.40 0.00 100.40 

1259 
Andrew Evans 
Landscapes 

Grounds invoice 2 of 2 
as per schedule 

1,819.00 363.80 2,182.80 

1260 Gloversure Ltd 
Content Management 
System 

89.00 17.80 106.80 

1262 
Hyssington 
Village Institute 

Room Hire 2019-20 75.00 0.00 75.0 

1263 
Churchstoke 
Bowling Club 

Allotments water 23rd 
Sep – 11th Mar 

11.90 0.00 11.90 

1264 
Friend of the 
Green and 
Horsewell 

Recreation grant for 
works at the Green 

248.00 0.00 248.00 

Sub-total for payment this meeting 6,768.97 394.93 7,163.90 

To report items previously authorised 

1261 E J Humphreys Clerk net salary Mar’20 As employment contract 

Action – Clerk to process 
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8.6 Financial Balances: Consolidated Bank Balances: to report consolidated 

balances to date after transfers, receipts & payments. 
The Clerk reported on gross, ring-fenced funds & net available bank balances 
as follows: 

Item Current acc. £ Reserve acc. £ 

Gross balances 1,000.00 22,138.95 

Less consolidated ring-fenced funds 0.00 8,052.50 

Net balances available 1,000.00 14,086.45 

 
9.0 Highways & Rights of Way 
9.1 From Powys CC/ Shropshire Council to CCC: to report for information general 

maintenance matters: 
9.1.1 Notice of Confirmation of a Public Path Order (Diversion of Public 

Footpath 65 in the Community of Churchstoke): to receive Notice and 
Order (papers 9.1.1a-b previously circulated). 
Council received confirmation of the Order to divert footpath 65 at The 
Firs, Churchstoke. 
 

9.2 From CCC to Powys CC/ Shropshire Council: to report and resolve if desired, 
general maintenance matters, if any. 
The Chairman invited Members to bring forward reports to Powys CC. 
 
RESOLVED 
CCC reports highways matters to Powys CC/ Shropshire Council as follows: 
a) C2009 at The Llanerch, Hyssington: subsidence 
b) C2055 Hall Bank, Churchstoke near The Stilt House: subsidence. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

10.0 County Councillor & County Council Report: to receive a report, for 
information, from the county councillor & to discuss general Powys CC/ 
Shropshire Council matters. 
a) Powys CC: County Cllr M J Jones reported as follows: 

• Covid-19: closure of Churchstoke CP School with on-line learning 
being arranged, and children of keyworkers being taken to 
Welshpool 

• Covid-19: volunteering opportunities can be channelled via Powys 
Association of Voluntary Organisations which has expertise in such 
matters. 

b) Shropshire County Council: no report. 
 

11.0 Correspondence 
11.1 The Army Engagement Team: Invitation Hafren: to receive an invitation to 

attend the event at Hafren, Newtown and to resolve, if desired, attendance as 
an approved duty representing Council (papers 11.1a-b previously circulated). 
Council received information and invitation to attend the event at Hafren on 
28th Apr’20.  Noted. 
 

11.2 Other General Correspondence: to receive and circulate for information other 
general correspondence as will be brought be brought to the attention of the 
council by the Clerk. 
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The Clerk reported general correspondence, highlighting certain items, which 
will be circulated electronically post meeting where electronic copies are 
available, and set out in appendix 2. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

12.0 Chairman’s Announcements, Items for Future Agenda & Date of Next 
Meeting 

12.1 Chairman’s Announcements: to receive announcements from Chairman and 
Members for information. 
a) Chairman: thanked Members and the Clerk for attending to council work 

in difficult Covid-19 circumstances and for observing Social Distancing 
during the meeting, and expressed best wishes to the community for the 
coming weeks. 

 
12.2 Items for Future Agenda: to bring forward items for consideration for future 

agenda. 
None. 
 

12.3 Date of next meeting for information: 

• Annual Meeting Wed 27th May’20, 7.30pm, at Churchstoke 

• Ordinary Business Meeting Wed 27th May’20, 7.30pm, at Churchstoke to 
commence upon the rising of the Annual Meeting. 

. 
 
13.0 Confidential Session 
13.1 Resolution to Exclude the Public and Press: Under the Public Bodies 

(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (2) to resolve that members of the public 
and press be requested to leave the meeting by reason of the [specified] 
confidential nature of the business about to be transacted. 
 
RESOLVED 
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (2) CCC resolves 
that members of the public and press be requested to leave the meeting by 
reason of the [specified] confidential nature of the business about to be 
transacted. 
 

13.2 Recreation: Grounds Maintenance & Grass Cutting [confidential reason: 
Commercial Tenders]: to receive and resolve tenders for Grounds 
Maintenance & Grass Cutting 2020-21 & 2021-22 (confidential papers 13.2a-
d previously circulated). 
Council received and considered four commercially confidential tenders. 
 
RESOLVED: 
CCC accepts the tender of Andrew Evans Landscapes, subject to contract, to 
the value of £6,438 per annum for two years. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

13.3 Recreation: Field Aeration [confidential reason: Commercial Quotations]: to 
receive, and resolve if desired, quotation for recreation field aeration 
treatment 2020-21 (confidential papers 13.3a-c previously circulated). 
Council received and considered three commercially confidential quotations. 



clerk@churchstoke.org www.churchstoke.org 

 

Minutes Ordinary Business Meeting 240320 Approved by Council.docx Page 11 of 13 
 

 
RESOLVED: 
CCC accepts the quotation of Jamie Jones for two aeration sessions to the 
total value of £400. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

13.4 Confidential Correspondence [confidential reason: data protection of 
individuals]: to receive, and resolve if desired, such other business or 
correspondence of a confidential nature as will be brought to the attention of 
the council by the Clerk. 
None. 

 
Meeting ended – 8.38pm. 
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Appendix 1: One Voice Wales/SLCC correspondence circulated post meeting 
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Appendix 2: Other general correspondence received circulated post meeting 

 

 


